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Welcome to this Autumn edition of Bollington Town Council’s Newsletter

A Neighbourhood Plan for Bollington
Find out how YOU can shape Bollington’s future

Public Meeting 7.30pm Wednesday
12 November at Bollington Cross School
th

Cheshire East Council has
agreed to support Bollington in
the
development
of
a
Neighbourhood Plan. We are one
of 12 lead towns and parishes
that will develop a plan over the
next 18 months - 2 years and be
provided
with
professional
support and access to a wide
range
of
information
and
mapping facilities.
You will have noticed the intense interest shown by our community with any
proposal to build in our town; with the loss of our employment sites; our
congested roads; our parking problems; the protection of our green belt and
our acknowledged shortage of public open space.
The Neighbourhood Plan will set out the policies and vision we have for our
community by:
 Setting out where development should go and its type and quality
 Giving local people greater ownership of planning policies
 Bringing the community together to share ideas and priorities for our

area
 Providing a detailed evidence base to enable us to make informed
decisions about our community
 Helping to raise funds and grants for our community
Our Neighbourhood Plan will become part of the Statutory Development
Plan for the Bollington area alongside Cheshire East Council’s Local Plan,
currently being examined by a planning inspector.
You may think “what is the point” because Cheshire East has already set
out its stall in the Local Plan. However, the Local Plan is a high level
document and there is still a huge amount of detail to be decided, such as
very important land allocation work which will decide where and what sort of
development will take place.
The Neighbourhood Planning process will ensure that this land allocation
work is done by Bollington working with our planning consultant and feeding
our needs and wants into Cheshire East’s allocation process. This would be
a piece of work done over the next 3 - 4 months.
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Neighbourhood Planning Continued
Equally important is for Bollington to fully understand the needs of our community - known as the
evidence base. For example we feel that affordable housing is a key issue for the Town and yet the
consultation with every household in 2011 about the development of the Kay Metzeler site pointed to
the need for larger family homes. Well sourced and accurate information will make our Plan more
robust and respected.
A housing needs analysis will be carried out as part of the development of the Neighbourhood Plan.
Similarly we will want to understand our business needs and if necessary to resist the loss of our
employment sites and develop policies to allocate land to meet such a need.
It must be stressed that a Neighbourhood Plan is not a plan to stop all development and to keep our
community in a frozen state. It is a plan to deliver the development the community needs and a plan
to decide where it should go. It is also a plan to decide what our
community does not need and to be able to legally resist it. It is a
plan put together by the community and the Town Council, informed
by trusted data about our community and its needs.
Legally, in a parished area such as Bollington, it is the Town Council
that produces the plan but in practice a steering group made up of
Town councillors, volunteers and other representatives from the
community will produce the plan.

We are now calling for Steering Group
Representatives and Volunteers to come
forward to help manage and deliver this
process.
To assist in this aim we will be holding a
public meeting at 7.30pm on Wednesday
12th November at Bollington Cross School.
At that meeting we will have John Knight a
chartered planner who will be supporting
Bollington through this process.
Please come along and if you can devote
your time and energy please get involved. It
will be your chance to shape Bollington for
the next 15 years or more.
There are 5 key stages in making the Plan but there are also many other steps,
including various legal processes along the way.
1 Agreeing the neighbourhood
We must first agree the area of the Plan and consult the community on that. It is likely to be the
whole of Bollington and Kerridge but we will consult Higher Hurdsfield Parish Council who also make
up the Bollington & Higher Hurdsfield electoral ward. We will also consult our neighbouring parishes.
We must then apply to the Planning Authority at Cheshire East Council to have the neighbourhood
area designated. They must then publicise the application for a 6 week period and as soon as
possible thereafter make a decision.
2 Preparing the Plan
This stage is about gathering evidence and engaging with the community. A project plan and budget
are produced, funding applied for and a programme of publicity launched. The work usually
starts with identifying broad issues, before moving on to drafting a vision and objectives,
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Neighbourhood Planning Continued
assessing alternative options and then finally preparing the planning policies. Once the draft plan is
produced we must formally consult on it with the community and statutory consultees such as the
Environment Agency for 6 weeks. Following any necessary minor amendments the plan must then be
submitted to Cheshire East Council’s Planning Authority along with other evidence for a further 6 weeks’
publicity period. They will check that the plan complies with various criteria including whether the correct
procedures for consultation and publicity have been followed.
3 Examination
The Examination may take the form of written representations or a public hearing. An independent
examiner will consider whether the Plan meets basic conditions, and that it complies with European
obligations and national and local planning policies. The examiner will make recommendations to
Cheshire East Council on whether or not the plan should proceed to referendum, subject to any
modifications.
4 Referendum
If Cheshire East Council regards the plan as
satisfactory, with modifications if necessary, it
will arrange for a local referendum to be held.
They must publish information on the plan and
give notice of the referendum. More than 50% of
those voting in the referendum must vote ‘yes’
for the plan to be made.
5 The Neighbourhood Plan is Made
The neighbourhood plan comes into force and
will be used by the local planning authority when
deciding planning applications.
How long will the Plan take to prepare ?
18 months - 2 years. However, emerging plans
are taken into account in important planning
decisions and help to inform the development of
the overarching Local Plan.
How much will it cost ? As one of the lead group being supported by Cheshire East Council we expect
the cost to be about £15k or less. The Town Council has already set a budget for this and Cheshire East
Council, in addition to providing funding for Bollington’s 20 days consultancy, will also help us to secure
a Government Grant.
What other resources will be needed ? We will need the commitment of the Steering Group
representatives and volunteers. The aim of the group and volunteers will be to steer the process, gather
information, interpret that information assisted by professionals,
formulate policies and maximise communication to ensure that
everyone in Bollington has the chance to provide their opinion. The
Town Council, as well as having councillors on the Steering Group,
will provide leadership, administrative support, financial support,
meeting facilities, IT support and liaison with Cheshire East Council.
We should not underestimate the commitment required by all parties
to this task but the end result will be well worth that effort.

Find out how YOU can be involved in shaping the
future of Bollington
Come along to our Public Meeting at 7.30pm
12th November at Bollington Cross School
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Reasons Not to Develop Lowerhouse

1 The Town Council has consistently opposed all
development on this land and has asked Cheshire
East Council to return this open countryside to the
Green Belt. It is not a brownfield site.
2 There is no need to build these houses in this area.
Even if a growth figure of 10% is used over the
lifetime of the Local Plan (330 homes) we are
approaching that number with houses already in the
pipeline or recently completed.
3
The land is unsuitable for development, it is
partially within the flood plain of the River Dean. Even
with flood mitigation measures, taking this land out of
the flood plain will cause potential serious flooding
further down the River Dean. There has already been
extensive reengineering of the River Dean, not acknowledged by the
applicant, upstream of this flood plain which will increase water flow
and increase the risk of flooding.
4 The creation of 34 new dwellings will add significant traffic to very
overcrowded roads. The applicant points out that the Co-op Store at the
top of Albert Road will be moving in future but that has no bearing on
traffic flows up and down Albert Road which is very heavy at particular
times.
5 The access road to the recycling centre is too narrow to take the
additional traffic.
6 Free standing apartments are not needed as part of the Towns’
planned infrastructure. The requirement more appropriately is for
affordable family homes.
7 The two parcels of land on either side of the access road to the recycling centre were designated
employment land in 1988 against the advice and wishes of local people and should be returned to the green
belt as protected open countryside to prevent urban sprawl.
8 Bollington’s community have long held the ambition to create a Conservation Area in Lowerhouse to
preserve and acknowledge the vital contribution of Samuel Greg and family to the history of the Town and to
the industrial revolution in North East Cheshire.
9 The Town Council is about to declare its Neighbourhood Plan Area and begin the process of planning with
the community what Bollington needs in terms of future development and where that development should
take place. The approval now of this proposed development, and the one on the East side of the Household
Waste Site Access Road, will undermine that process and rob the community of the chance to consider these
large plots of land within that Neighbouring Planning Process.
The Town Council considered this application at its planning
meeting on 16th September and over 70 members of the public
attended. We and the community have asked Cheshire East
Council not to permit houses on this essentially green field site.
We have asked them to respect the wishes of our community and
allow the community to determine the future of this land within its
future neighbourhood plan, informed by land allocation and
housing need analysis work which will be done as part of that
process. See pages 1-3 of this Bollingtonian for more information
about Neighbourhood Planning.
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If you would like to add your voice then email nick.turpin@cheshireeast.gov.uk or write to Nick at The
Planning Department, Cheshire East Council, Town Hall, Market Place, Macclesfield SK10 1DP
We are expecting the application to be decided at Cheshire East’s Northern Planning Committee 26
November but keep a check on our website or call us to confirm that date. We will be there in force.

Christmas Lights
Switch On

Don’t forget the Christmas Lights Switch on this year on Sunday
30 November. We are looking forward to another great event
for Children and Adults. Food, drink, music, Santa’s Grotto and presents for the Kids. Nick Wright will also
have his “snow” machine again! The Road will be closed in front of the Town Hall for the duration of the
event 4.30pm - 7.00pm. Come along to the switch on, it will be great fun and will be the start of the run
up to Christmas. Also don’t forget Christmas Carols around the tree on Christmas Eve outside the Town
Hall starting at 6.00pm and again the road will be closed.

The weather was fine for the third annual Bollington Bikefest held
on Sunday 7 September and over 300 riders took part. All three
courses were well supported, the most ambitious riders taking the
75 mile route over the hills, other riders the 40 miles across the
Cheshire plains and families the 12 mile Middlewood Way route.
The Mayor of Bollington Cllr. Amanda Stott and MP David Rutley
sent off the early morning riders. Riders reported a great day out
and were very complimentary about the organisation of the event. On the riders’ return there were BBQ
refreshments and a bar provided by the Vale Inn. The event raised over £5000 for East Cheshire Hospice,
Prostate Cancer and other local good causes. The event was organised by the Macclesfield Lions with the
support and assistance from Girl Guiding, Adelphi Healthcare, Peak Cycles and the Town Council. The
event’s main sponsor was the Bollington Co-op Store. We would also like to thank IAMPRINT, Bailey
International Steeplejack & Adelphi Properties. It is expected the Macclesfield Lions will repeat the event in
2015. Why not add it to your diary.

New Roof for the Town Hall

We are having a new roof funded by Cheshire East Council
and are likely to take on the ownership of the building in
April next year when these works have been done. This is
part of Cheshire East’s devolution initiative which results in
community
buildings being
handed over to
town & parish
councils. The
work is likely
to go on until
mid November.
Unfortunately
the footpath at
the rear leading to Greenbank Drive will be closed from
9.30am – 3.00pm on weekdays. Sorry about the
inconvenience.
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Message from our PCSO
Parking - Bollington wasn’t built for cars
Parking is always going to be a hot topic in Bollington and following
complaints from residents we
would like to remind you to be
considerate when parking your
car. We understand that
parking is at a premium but we
can’t allow a clear highway at
the expense of pedestrian
safety. We have had numerous
reported
incidents
where
pushchair and wheelchair users
have been forced into the road
and this is simply not
acceptable and will lead to prosecution. Some people visiting the Co-op are particularly guilty of this sort of
parking so if you park like this please have regard for pedestrians.

Antisocial behaviour - Bollington Recreation Ground
Due to recent damage, littering and general nuisance behaviour on the Recreation Ground, Cheshire
Special Constabulary have been assisting us in tackling this antisocial
behaviour. Bollington “Rec” is a great community facility and well used by most
of our residents, however the smashing of beer bottles, damaging of the
cricket equipment and the public toilets have become all to frequent in recent
months. We have increased our patrols, confiscated alcohol and visited
parents to inform them about their children’s behaviour, we hope our actions
will make it a place for everyone to enjoy. To help us please report any
antisocial behaviour on 101- Cheshire Police non-emergency number.

Cheshire Police Alert
Cheshire Police Alert is the community
messaging system brought to you by
Cheshire Constabulary and services
the whole of Cheshire. By registering
with Cheshire Police Alert, you will
receive news, appeals, local crime information and crime prevention advice, direct to you as an e-mail,
mobile text or a voice message. Registering with this site is completely free, and not only allows you to
receive messages about your local area, but also allows you to feedback information to your local policing
teams to help them to improve the policing of your neighbourhood.
You can register via the Cheshire Police Alert website www.cheshirepolicealert.co.uk
To speak to your local officer you can leave a voicemail on 0845 458 6371 or email

macclesfield.npu@cheshire.pnn.police.uk

The SID Machine - coming to a place near you
Jenny our PCSO also erects the SID machines which measure vehicle
numbers and their speed over a 1-2 week period by the day and by the
hour. The Town Council has partnered the Police and local councils to
share a SID. You may have noticed it around the Town. It is very useful in
supporting our requests to Cheshire East for highway improvements such
as the forthcoming 20mph advisory limits outside all our schools which will
be in place soon. If you would like a copy of any of the data please
give us a call and we will email it to you. We will also publish it on
our website.
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Civic Sunday & Civic Awards
Following a tradition of over
35 years, Bollington's Civic
Sunday took place on
Sunday 21st September.
Civic Sunday is a parade, a
community gathering and a
church service. The day
usually
coincides
with
commemorations for the
Battle of Britain. Bollington
Brass Band led the
procession, which included
Picture courtesy of Donald Judge
various uniformed youth
groups, members of the Town Council including our Mayor Amanda Stott,
former Town Council Mayors, the Mayor of Cheshire East and the Mayors and Councillors of surrounding
towns and parishes. The event was held in the Civic Hall followed by refreshments. This year the event
was also used to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the First World War and James Nicholas, the
Mayor’s consort and fresh from producing the Bollington Movie, showed a film he had made to
commemorate the War. It was very moving and was followed by readings about the war.
Every day, people who care about our community make selfless
contributions which significantly
affect the lives of Bollington
citizens. This year at the Town
Council’s Civic Sunday, awards
were given to two young people for
outstanding
services
to
the
community. Both were very modest
and did not want publicity.
Other members of the community
who had made equally outstanding contributions over many years
were Heather and George
Cann for their work with young people and their charity work with
the Macclesfield and District Lions.
An Award was also given to Geoff Atkin and Jose Spinks,
representing the Bollington Festival Committee, to recognise all
the people who worked so hard to make this year’s Bollington
Festival such a great success. We already have more worthy
recipients in mind for next year but if you would like to nominate
someone please contact us.

Lynda Heathcote - Mayor’s Secretary
Lynda Heathcote, our very own Mayor’s Secretary, who has organised every Mayoral event and
supported every Town Mayor for the last 15 years is leaving us.
Lynda did not tell us she was retiring until after Civic Sunday otherwise we would have made an
announcement there and recognised all her hard work.
What an act she will be to follow. Lynda is usually in the background making sure that everything, and
we do mean everything, is right. Lynda shuns publicity but we hope we will get away with this short
tribute to her.
We hope that Lynda will enjoy her retirement. She will undoubtedly keep very busy and some of that will
be because we will be calling her every day to ask her advice as, other Town Councils do, about Civic
etiquette. Thanks Lynda we shall miss you a lot but we will strive to maintain your very high standards.
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Dates for your Diary
Council & Committee meetings are
held in the Council Chamber at Bollington
Town Hall. Members of the public are
welcome to attend.

Council & Planning Agendas are posted on
our five noticeboards around the Town six
days before the meetings. All agendas are
posted on our website.

Council Meetings:
7.30pm on 4/11/14, 2/12/14 & 6/1/15

Committee Meetings:
Planning Executive
7.30pm on 18/11/14, 16/12/14 & 20/1/15

Civic Hall Management Executive
7.30pm on 26/11/14 & 14/1/15

Finance Executive
7.30pm on 11/11/14

Highways Enhancement Advisory

Council Events – All Welcome
Remembrance Sunday Parade and
Service 9/11/14 Starting at Bollington
Recreation Ground 10.30am and
proceeding to the Service at the War
Memorial 10.55am. Refreshments will
be available after at the Civic Hall
with a repeat showing of the short
WW1 film commemorating the
centenary of the War .
Xmas Lights Switch On Sunday
30/11/14 Bollington Town Hall 4.307.00pm
Xmas Carols Around the Tree
24/12/14 Bollington Town Hall 6.00pm

10.00am on 04/12/14

Your Cheshire East Councillors

Strategic Planning Advisory

Bill Livesley
bill.livesley@cheshireeast.gov.uk
Tel: 01625 612841

8.00pm on 18/11/14, 16/12/14 & 20/1/15

Neighbourhood Planning Public
Meeting

7.30pm 12/11/2014 Bollington Cross
School

Peter Hayes
peter.hayes@cheshireeast.gov.uk
Tel: 01260 224336

Your Town Councillors
West Ward
Shirley Sockett

Tel
Email
572316 sockett@ntlworld.com

Angela Williams

573851 aewbtc@hotmail.co.uk

Graham Hibbert

573900 hibberthvboll@talktalk.net

Ken Edwards

571126 ken@molepolole.freeserve.co.uk

Your MP
David Rutley
House of Commons,
London, SW1A 0AA
Tel: 020 7219 7106
david.rutley.mp@parliament.uk

Central Ward
David Laffan

560336 dlaffan@btinternet.com

Jon Weston

576414 jon.weston@cfgs.co.uk

Helen Kennedy

576378 kennedyhelen@ntlworld.com

Jo Weselby

07900 joweselby@gmail.com
083765

Town Hall Closure
XMAS Holidays
24/12/14-2/1/15

East Ward
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Malcolm Bailey

576844 malcolm_bailey2@sky.com

Amanda Stott

262173 amanda@silkonia.co.uk

Allan Williams

574612 allanwilliams04@aol.com

Mike Hodgkinson 07719 mike@mandhcarvaleting. co.uk
034583

Thanks to the Bollington Festival
Photography Group for the use of
their photographs

