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Welcome to this Christmas edition of Bollington Town Council’s Newsletter
The Town Council provides a loan to the Bridgend Centre

The Council has agreed to approve a loan

The Bridgend Centre request from The Bridgend Centre, 104

Palmerston Street, Bollington (Charity Number
1123287).
The Loan is for £56,000 over 15 or 20 years
secured by a second charge against 104
Palmerston Street.
There is a substantial amount of value available
in the property, equivalent to £234,000 and
therefore the Town Council is confident that if in
the worse case scenario, the Bridgend Centre
were to become non-viable financially, the
Council would recover the funds from the sale of the property.
The Bridgend already performs a vital role in our town, tackling isolation,
improving health and fostering a sense of community and has the
opportunity currently to secure its future by purchasing 104 Palmerston
Street from the current owners, by way of a mortgage and a grant from the
Garfield Weston Trust.
In order for the mortgage company to go ahead and provide the mortgage
it needs reassurance that further funds are available to make repairs to the
property, including a significant amount to fund repairs to the roof.
The Bridgend is carefully managed and has generated a substantial
surplus over recent years. The Town Council are confident that it will
continue to generate a surplus and its overheads will stay broadly similar
(after they stop paying rent and start repaying the mortgage and loan)
Bollington Town Council foresee no impact on the parish precept. The
Council is in a position to borrow from the Public Works Loan Board and
immediately pass the interest and capital repayments on to the Bridgend
Centre, so in this sense we are a “facilitator” of a loan.
The only risk to Town Council funds (and therefore the precept payer) is if
the Bridgend Centre were to default on payments and the Town Council
were unable to recover the capital outstanding from the sale of the
building, which we believe to be extremely unlikely.

What is happening at the High Street Development - the
former Red Lion Car Park and below on Cumberland Drive?
As you may be aware this housing development was rejected by the Town
Council and Cheshire East Council but was won on appeal to the
Government’s Planning Inspectorate. Since then we have seen a start
stop process which has witnessed a number of builders going into
administration.
It was always going to be a difficult site to develop because of its former
life as a tip and the need to remove the top 60cm of potentially
contaminated soil. Also the the ability of the steep slope from top to
bottom being able to guarantee stability which has resulted in significant
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High Street Development Continued
buttressing work.
We now have a situation whereby the Official
Adminstrator has appointed a builder to see if some
of the part-completed dwellings can be finished and
sold to recover value for creditors.
The new builder is focussing on the houses at the
upper level of the site on High Street and Chancery
Lane. A complaint was recently received that the
builder has wrongly opened a pedestrian entrance
onto Chancery Lane. However, this is shown on the
approved planning permission drawings.
We often get asked why are builders appointed who
High Street Development
cannot finish this development. The answer is that
once planning permission has been granted and work has started neither Cheshire East nor
ourselves have any say in who does the building work.
If the work is substandard it is the responsibility of Cheshire East Council’s Building Control Service
or if the site is dangerous it’s the responsibility of the Health and Safety Executive. No one in
Bollington wanted this development but I am sure no one wants it to be left half finished for years.

Threats to our Greenbelt - the SADPD Consultation
The SADPD (Site Allocation and Development Policies Document) from Cheshire East Council is
currently at the proposals stage. It
has been the subject of a period of
consultation which ended on the 22nd
October. You may have attended the
public meeting we held and you may
also have submitted your own
response to Cheshire East.
It proposes a total of 3500 dwellings
by the year 2030, less those already
built or given planning permission
since 2010, shared between 13 socalled Service Centres of which
Bollington is one. For Bollington that
means accommodating 79 dwellings
between now and 2030. This of
course is on top of those already
given planning permission such as
those at Lowerhouse alongside the
Household Waste access road. It also
proposes that these 79 houses for
Bollington’s Greenbelt Areas
Bollington be built on four greenbelt
sites. These are: at the End of Greenfield Road, off Henshall
Road near Hall Hill, at the ends of Ashbrook Road/Greg Avenue
and behind houses at the top of Shrigley Road.
As you may know Bollington has spent the last 2 years producing
its Neighbourhood Plan which has now been approved by
Cheshire East Council and its contents have to be taken into
account in any planning decisions made by Cheshire East.
Bollington’s Plan states that greenbelt is not needed to
accommodate this number of houses because experience and
local knowledge tells us that there will be enough brownfield sites
(former building land) coming forward during the next 12 years to accommodate these houses. As
such our greenbelt should be preserved. For example we know that at least one of our employment
sites is very likely to be developed within this period, in fact it has been offered to Cheshire East in
their “call for sites” carried out each year so they can prepare their Strategic Housing and Land
Availability Assessment or SHLAA. We do not of course want to lose employment and our
Neighbourhood Plan has a policy to ensure that such sites become mixed use so there will be
no net loss of employment.
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SDAPD Continued
Cheshire East say that they have proposed the use of greenbelt because that is the only way they can
guarantee that the houses will be built and this constitutes the special circumstances required to
develop greenbelt. We have pointed out that Bollington already has the highest housing density of all
the 13 service centres. Two of the centres Goostry and Mobberley are also unable to take their fair
share of dwellings because of development constraints applied by Jodrell Bank and Airport Noise limits
respectively which increases the allocation for the rest. Cheshire East should have taken this into
account.
The Town Council met with Cheshire East’s Head of Planning Policy prior to the Town Council meeting
on 15th October and made our case to him. We also submitted a nine-page formal response to the
consultation which is available on our website and can be seen at the Town Hall.
What happens next is that Cheshire East will consider all responses and publish an amended
submission version of the SADPD probably early in the new year. This will then be examined by a
Government Inspector who will weigh up all the issues and make a final decision.
‘’
Schools’
Council of Councils Meets at Bollington Town Hall

Every school in Bollington has its own Student Council which allows pupils to have a real say in issues
that affect them and enables their views
to be heard by school management. In
support of our local school councils, and
to give them experience of presenting to
a town council, we hosted a Council of
Councils on Friday 16th November. A
team from St John’s, St Gregory’s, Dean
Valley and Bollington Cross school
councils debated the question, set by
Annie Wood and Helen Wright from
Transition Bollington, “How do we
enable Bollington to become more
sustainable?”
To set the scene Annie Wood presented
on what Transition is and gave
examples of community projects that
school children in other towns have
Schools’ Council of Council Meeting
undertaken to contribute towards
Transition. Cllr Roland Edwards, Deputy Mayor, presented the Neighbourhood Plan to the teams and
highlighted the areas where schools’ council’s suggestions could have a significant impact on the future
development and implementation of the Plan.
The schools’ council were given an hour to debate the question amongst themselves and produce a
series of proposals which were then presented back to Transition Bollington and to the Mayor and
Deputy Mayor. They would then be prioritised and presented to the full Town Council meeting on 4th
December for debate with a view to delivering a beneficial impact on Bollington. Canalside Radio will
interview the teams after the presentation to Council and a report of the meeting will appear on the
Town Council’s website.
Through this initiative, schools’ councils will gain an understanding of Transition and how they can
contribute to the concept of sustainability within Bollington. They will also see how Bollington Town
Council operates and, like every other resident in Bollington, their voices can be heard and the Town
Council can respond to their wishes.
Bollington Town Council intend to repeat this initiative next November, so if you have an idea for a
debate theme, please contact the Town Clerk.

We are looking for volunteers
Would you be prepared use a small proportion of your time helping with Town
Council events. This would involve being part of the set up team on the day of
the event and potentially helping to manage the traffic at road closure points.
If you are interested please contact David Naylor our Town Clerk.
All necessary training, high visability clothing and communication equipment will be provided.
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Remembrance Sunday
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Need Help with a Problem ?
You can use the Town Council’s website www.bollington-tc.gov.uk (or search Bollington Town Council on
Google or any other search engine) to report a wide range of problems to Cheshire East Council.
On the front page of the website you will find a light blue coloured panel (as indicated by the arrow below).
Click on that panel to take you to the “Report a Problem” boxes as shown below. Each of these will take
you to the appropriate reporting page and then follow the instructions.

and
then by
clicking
on one
of these

There are lots more contact details on our website via the above “Need Help with a Problem link”
including contacting the water and electricity provider. If you would like any other links please let us
know.
If you do not have access to the internet you can of course telephone us at Bollington Town Hall
01625 572985 and we will do our best to help.

Pool Bank Car Park Re-marking
We continue to make progress with Cheshire East Council in providing 12 extra car parking spaces
at Pool Bank Car Park. Parking in Bollington is in
short supply and Cheshire East Council’s parking
enforcement teams have not made the problem any
easier by taking a no tolerance approach to parking
out of marked bays in car parks.

We have asked Cheshire East to re-mark the
car park but guess what, because it is not
pay and display there is no income and they
will only do it if the Town Council funds the
work which we have agreed to do. The work
will be done over two days, with half the car park being closed each day. We will provide plenty of
notice and choose the best time of the year. Before the marking can take place we have had
to adjust the recycling point, relocate the recycling cointainers to the rear of the enclosure and
trim the stone side walls. This will provide space to accommodate more spaces on the site and
allow for the emptying vehicles to service the containers. This work is almost complete, after
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which we will arrange for the remarking.

Your new Councillor in West Ward
John Place has lived in Bollington over 30 years, raising 2 grown up married
sons with 2 young grandchildren, who attend St Gregory’s Primary School
locally. He has worked for the NHS since 1974, latterly as a Board level
Director of Human Resources at Macclesfield Health Authority – combining a
successful NHS career with running his own successful change management
business based here in Bollington. He has an MBA in Health Services
Business Management and is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of
Personnel Management. He is a lifelong Manchester City fan and also
follows Macclesfield Town and Bollington United – where his grandson plays
– just like his two grown up sons did. He is a past Chairman and President of
Macclesfield Round Table helping raise significant monies for local Charities
via Santa’s Sleigh, Macclesfield Charity Beer Festival, Beating the Bounds,
Auction Nights and the successful Bikeathon. He feels he can give Bollington
people in West Ward the help and support they need as a representative
Councillor on Bollington Town Council. John says:
“We are very lucky to live in such a great community as Bollington and all residents deserve to benefit
greatly from their “Happy Valley” lives. I now want to give something back as your newly elected
Labour Town Councillor to ensure all Bollington residents enjoy the best possible quality of life in terms
of new employment opportunities, affordable housing, education, health, leisure, environment and vital
local Council services. I will fight energetically for all Bollingtonians to defend current services and
respond fully to the Bollington Community regarding their concerns, ideas and suggestions for a better
Bollington. Working collaboratively and innovatively with other Bollington Town Councillors and our
local community will be keys to success.”
Tel : 07557 508876 / email: john.place@bollington-tc.gov.uk to contact John.

New Homes Bonus Scheme
Earlier this year Cheshire East Council approved a £2m new homes bonus fund to assist
communities where new housing developments have been built between 2011 and 2017. The
scheme, which will run for two years, is designed to achieve positive benefits based on locallyidentified needs.
The priorities for the areas have been set by seven geographical award groups, made up of
Cheshire East Borough councillors and a representative from the town and parish councils. For
Macclesfield and Bollington these priorities are as follows: Building the Social Capital of Green and
Public Open Spaces, Improving Physical and Mental Health and Wellbeing, Sustaining and
Improving Community Infrastructure and Implementation of Intergenerational Activities
The fund will give local councils and the voluntary, community and faith sector an opportunity to
apply for funding for projects that can make a lasting difference to communities. The minimum grant
figure is set at £10,000 with no upper limit. The total allocation for Macclesfield and Bollington in
year one (2019) is £121,739.
Applications opened on 1st November, with a closing date of 31st December 2018. Successful
applicants will receive their funds on 1 April 2019 and must complete their project by 31 March
2021. If you belong to or chair a group which you feel has a project which meets the above priorities
and can be completed within 2 years visit the Cheshire East web page at www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/
council_and_democracy/your_council/council_finance_and_governance/new-homes-bonus.aspx.
which contains more information and the application forms. If you do apply, please send a copy to
Cllr Roland Edwards at Bollington Town Hall or email: Roland.edwards@bollington-tc.gov.uk.

Christmas Carols Around the Christmas Tree on Christmas Eve
Remember the annual Christmas Carol Service on
Christmas Eve outside Bollington Town Hall. As usual we
will be accompanied by Bollington’s own Bollington Brass
Band. The event starts at 6.00pm and people will come
from miles around.
Carol sheets will be distributed and the road outside the
Town Hall will be closed to traffic. Come along and join the
rest of Bollington. There will be a bar and mulled wine.
If you are feeling energetic you can also join the Brass
Band at the top of white Nancy on Christmas Day at noon.
See you there.
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Dates for your Diary

Council & Committee meetings are
held in the Council Chamber at Bollington
Town Hall. Members of the public are
welcome to attend and speak.

Council & Planning Agendas are posted on
our five noticeboards around the Town six
days before the meetings. All agendas are
posted on our website.

Council Meetings:

Council Events – All Welcome
Christmas Lights Switch-ON
25/11/18 4.30pm - 7.00pm
Town Hall Bollington

Carols Around the Tree

7.30pm on 4/12/18, 8/1/19, 5/2/19

24/12/18 Town Hall 6.00pm

Committee Meetings:
Planning Executive

Town Assembly

7.00pm on 18/12/18, 22/1/19, 19/2/19

Audit & Accounts Advisory
10.00am 14/1/19
Asset Management Advisory
10.00am 23/1/19
Civic Functions & Events Advisory
10.00am 21/1/19
Strategic Planning Advisory
7.30pm on 18/12/18, 22/1/19, 19/2/19
Town Plan Visions & Objectives
10/12/18, 11/2/19

12/3/19 Civic Hall 7.15pm
Town Hall Closure 21/12/18—2/1/19
Your Cheshire East Councillors
Amanda Stott
amanda.stott@cheshireeast.gov.uk
James Nicholas
james.nicholas@cheshireeast.gov.uk

Your Councillor Contacts
West Ward
Angela Williams

Email
angela.williams@bollington-tc.gov.uk

John Place

john.place@bollington-tc.gov.uk

Ken Edwards

ken.edwards@bollington-tc.gov.uk

Chris Bennett

chris.bennett@bollington-tc.gov.uk

Your Member of Parliament

david.rutley.mp@parliament.uk

Central Ward
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David Rutley
House of Commons,
London, SW1A 0AA
Tel: 020 7219 7106

Jon Weston
Roland Edwards
Anthony Harrison
Andrew Langdon
East Ward

jon.weston@bollington-tc.gov.uk
roland.edwards@bollington-tc.gov.uk
anthony.harrison@bollington-tc.gov.uk
andrew.langdon@bollington-tc.gov.uk

Amanda Stott
James Nicholas

amanda.stott@bollington-tc.gov.uk
james.nicholas@bollington-tc.gov.uk

Allan Williams
John Whitehurst

allan.williams@bollington-tc.gov.uk
john.whitehurst@bollington-tc.gov.uk

