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Welcome to the Autumn edition of Bollington Town Council’s quarterly newsletter
The Bollington Walking Festival 20th—28th October
Come and join us on our guided walks during our annual walking festival.
There are long, short,
strenuous and relaxed walks
to meet all needs, and all
27 walks pass through
Bollington’s unique heritage
and dramatic landscapes.
You can pick up one of the
20,000 leaflets printed and
distributed for the event at
the Town Hall, Library or
Bridgend Centre and Tourist
Information Centres
and
hotels throughout Cheshire.
Alternatively you can search Bollington Walking Festival 2012 on the
internet. If you have a smart phone with a “QR code” reader,
downloadable free from the internet, you can scan the
square QR code shown here to access the website and the
Walking Festival video. Thanks is due to lots of Bollington
and Cheshire organisations, including the Bridgend Centre,
Visit Cheshire and Campfour for their help in making this
healthy and enjoyable event possible.

Devolution Update - Civic Hall & Allotment Land
The transfer of the Civic Hall from Cheshire East Council to the Town
Council is imminent and should have been completed by the time you
receive this newsletter. The transfer will include the Library and they will
then become a tenant of the Town Council paying a percentage of repairs
and maintenance costs. The
transfer also includes the car
park at the rear. It’s been a busy
time putting together a budget for
Fancy Dress Parade
the Hall, arranging insurance and
changing gas and electric
suppliers.
We
have
also
consulted current users who all
say that the building is tired and
needs significant upgrading. We
raised the precept this year
following local consultation and our aim is to invest in this building and
make it a venue of choice. We will be establishing a Civic Hall Working
Group comprising users, potential users and councillors to advise the
Town Council on all matters from rents to improvements. A key element
will also be a marketing plan to increase usage.
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Allotments Harrop Road
It has taken some time for Cheshire East Council to agree to transfer land at Harrop
Road to the Town Council. Everything is now in place for this to happen and at the
time of writing, the lease documents are being prepared for signature. It’s not a bad
deal given that the Town Council will have a 125 year lease for a peppercorn £1 per
annum. The site as shown on the map below, has been used for agriculture before
but had been disused for
some time and is very
overgrown. During August the
Town Council wrote to all
residents on the waiting list with the intention of
selecting between 12 & 14 applicants who could
form an allotments association and help to clear,
mark out and establish allotments on the site. At
this time of year the site looks a bit daunting but
that has not put any of the applicants off and the
Town Council will be assisting with site clearance
etc. Local residents have been advised.

The Kay Metzeler Outline Planning Application
The original outline planning application did not meet the needs and aspirations of the local community,
the Town Council recommended its refusal. The site owner’s response was to reduce the number of
dwellings to a maximum of 99 houses and provide more larger family houses. The community
contribution, known as a section 106 planning obligation, was also raised from £20,000 to £270,000.
Parking was also increased at the proposed
relocated Co-op store. These changes aligned
the development more closely to the needs of
the community and the Town Council
subsequently recommended approval subject
to the section 106 payment being allocated to
a range of local organisations.
At Cheshire East Council’s Strategic Planning
Board meeting on the 1st August the revised
outline planning application was approved and
the allocation of the section 106 contribution
was delegated to a group comprising the
Planning Officer, the Chairman of the Board,
local Ward Councillors and Town Councillors.
The Town Council’s proposed recipients of the section 106 contributions can be found on the Town
Council’s July 17th Planning Executive Committee Minutes, posted on the Town Council’s website, or a
copy can be obtained from the Council Offices.
What happens next is that the section 106 meeting will take place followed by the early submission of the
detailed planning application. During the outline application planning process, the owner of the site has
been short listing and selecting a developer to create the scheme. This is at an advanced stage and it is
likely that the number of houses will be reduced further to below 90. The scheme will
maximise green spaces for residents and will have the riverside walk connecting it
with the Recreation Ground. The relocated Co-op is likely to be constructed first and a
outline application has already been approved to build four houses on the Co-op’s
existing site.
This has been a long and difficult process and there have been a number of
twists along the way, however, unless further unforeseen problems arise
construction should start in the new year. Fingers Crossed
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Bollington Community Heritage Trust
As you may know the Methodist Church
is under threat of closure. To save the
building as an important community
venue, local people have come together
to form the Bollington Community
Heritage Trust. This will be a registered
charity and will be able to source grants
to purchase and improve the building.
There is also the prospect of the organ
from the former Davenport Theatre being
installed in the building to enhance it as an excellent performance space. The Trust needs to raise funds
to match or contribute to any grants they receive so watch out for their fund raising events and attend
and contribute wherever you can. They are planning a high profile launch event on the 13th October.

Kerridge Remembers
The second Sunday in July traditionally marks the day in which the residents
of Kerridge remember men who died in the first and second world wars. This
year, on Sunday 8th July, a procession, led by the Bollington Brass Band,
and including our uniformed services and
members of the Town Council marched from
Jackson Lane to the War Memorial on Oak
Lane. The weather remained fine and warm.
A short service was held, and David Rutley
MP read out the names of the fallen. Town
Mayor, Cllr Ken Edwards laid a wreath on
behalf of Bollington Town Council. Deryck
Sutton, the Parade Marshall for many years,
organised the event as usual to perfection.
The Kerridge War memorial is a private
Photo by Terry Heathcote
memorial bought by the people of Kerridge in
1918 to the Memory of their loved ones and later those lost in 1939 to 1945. It was cut from local stone,
crafted by local stonemasons and presented as a gift, so that the men from Kerridge would always be
remembered. They gave their today for our tomorrow.

Bollington Well Dressers - another great show
This ancient custom of Well Dressing is
peculiar to England and is almost only
found in Derbyshire. It is the art of
decorating springs and wells with pictures
made from natural materials. However,
Bollington, as usual, bucks the trend and
has been dressing wells for several years.
This year was again a fantastic display of
the art at 5 sites from the 30th June. The
well shown on the right is the Greg
Fountain on Flash Lane where the Town
Mayor opened the week long festival with
music from Canalside Community Radio.
Dean Valley School children put on a
excellent display of the complexities of dancing round the maypole. The Well Dressing theme this year
was the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the designs, always of a very high standard, were aided by an
Arts Council funded artist in residence. This was a big community effort and thanks to everyone
concerned. It’s no mean feat sourcing the finance, the materials, the petaling venue and organising
the volunteers. Well done to Chris Gosling and the Bollington Well Dressers (no pun intended).
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Meet your PCSO
Due to the recent departure of Police Community Support Officer Lindsey
Whitehead who has left to work in Knutsford I have been drafted in as her
replacement.
My name is Jenny O’Reilly and I have been a PCSO since 2008. My time has
been spent working for Macclesfield Neighbourhood Policing Unit, for the first 2
years at Poynton and the last 2 and half years in Disley.
I have been based at Macclesfield Police Station covering Bollington now for the
last month and I have to say I have been made to feel very welcome. I am really
enjoying working in Bollington and getting to know the community.
I have been assisting and attending with community events, doing school talks
and pre school visits as well as our usual jobs such as reassurance visits dealing
with ASB, speeding and parking obstructions.
I’m hoping that I will become a familiar face around Bollington and get more and more involved in
community events as I get to know the area better. I would ask that if anyone has involvement with
community groups in Bollington and they would like me to visit or assist with an event to please contact
me.
If anyone has any concerns that they would like to speak to me about please call 0845 458 6371 leave a
message and I will get back to you.
To report non emergency incident please call 101 and
999 in an emergency.
Emails can also be sent to
macclesfield.npt@cheshire.pnn.police.uk for non urgent matters. I will be holding surgeries every month
so please pop into see me for a chat. I will be advertising surgeries on local notice boards so look out for
the dates, times and the location.

Jon Weston joins the Council as a Councillor for Central Ward
After a hard fought local election, Jon Weston was recently chosen as the new Councillor
for Bollington Central Ward.
Over the last 30 years Jon Weston has lived most of his life in Bollington and has been
very much involved in the life of our community (supporting activities for our young
people, our local economy, the arts, sport and local charities).
Supporting Activities for our Young People
Jon has been a Cub Scout leader, the Group Scout Leader, a fund raising committee
member and is currently a Trustee of 2nd Bollington Scout Group on Albert Road.
Over the years, he has also provided support to Bollington Cricket club, Bollington Pool
League and helps out as a youth leader at St Christopher’s Youth Church in Pott
Shrigley. Jon has two grown up children and is very aware how important it is to keep
our children and young people safe, happy and involved in lots of activities.
Taking an Active Part in Our Community
Jon and his wife, Helen play their part in encouraging the arts, music and other local charitable activities.
Jon’s business has been a corporate sponsor of the last two Bollington Festivals. He and his wife have recently
opened their garden and well off Poolbank car park for the annual Bollington Well Dressing. They are also regular
supporters of the Macclesfield Silk Opera and the Barnaby Festival.
Action to Protect our Heritage
Jon is a Trustee of the Bollington Initiative Trust, which is a charitable Trust set up with the aim of protecting and
managing our public buildings and open spaces (such as Tinker’s Clough and Water Street School)
Cheshire East are in the process of transferring land and properties across to Bollington Town Council – these are
still in progress, but are likely to include the Civic Hall, the Recreation Ground, the Town Hall itself and other
assets.
Business Sense
Bollington Town Council needs councillors that are able to help manage the finances.
Jon set up his own financial advisory business in Bollington some years ago (Bradshaw Bennett Independent
Financial Advisers Ltd) which was opposite The Plaice on Palmerston Street (then The Meridian Pub). The
business has expanded over the years and now have larger premises in Macclesfield.
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Hedging Your Bets
Bollington Town Council is again asking people with properties that border
highways or pavements to check their foliage isn‘t overflowing on to the
road or footway.
Overgrown hedges and trees can cause a danger to walkers, the visually
impaired and people with pushchairs. They can also obstruct cyclists and
impede the vision of drivers. Ideally, hedges and trees should be cut back
to a property boundary, with a head clearance of 2.5 metres on a pavement
and kept clear of street lights and signs.
If you do own such a hedge please keep it trimmed back. If you are
concerned about someone else‘s hedge encroaching onto a walkway or
highway please report it to Cheshire East Council Highways Service. They
will contact the owner and request the hedge to be cut back. If the owner
does not respond within a reasonable period the Council has the power to do the work and recharge
the owner. Come on! Don’t let your hedge be a nuisance to others.

Dog Fouling
Who are those people who clean up after their dogs
and leave little bags hanging on trees or on the
pavement for the dog fouling fairy to collect? If you
are one of these people please give the Town
Council a call so we can understand the message.
Our message is clear please clean up after your
dog and take it home or you can even put it in a
litter bin provided it is bagged. We could provide dog bins
everywhere but they would cost a fortune to empty and what would
Bollington look like?

New Website for Bollington Town Council
Bollington Town Council is looking for a company to provide our new website. The current site has
served us well but it is relatively difficult to update and the structure does not allow information to be
stored and retrieved in a simple and logical manner. We have looked at many
other sites and analysed the needs of the Council and its users and have
produced a Specification of requirements.
The Specification can be found on our existing
website and our maximum budget is £4,000.
Interested companies are asked to contact the Town
Clerk in writing or by email with information about
their experience in this field with references and
examples of websites provided for other
organisations. Our requirements are fully documented in the Specification but
we accept that on “day one” the site may not fulfil all these requirements,
however, it must be structured and have the underlying content management system and integration
potential to achieve them in due course.
Your submission to the Town Council should include an estimate of cost and a delivery schedule. The
Council are interested in having the site live by the first week in January if at all possible. The period
during which we expect to receive submission will be from the publication of this newsletter and the end
of October. The Town Council would like to award this work to a Bollington Company if possible but will
look wider if necessary. If you would like to talk to the Clerk about our requirements please give David a
call, contact details are on the front of this Newsletter. If you know someone in Bollington or nearby who
can provide this work please let them know of our requirement.
And for all those who would like to be able to use a computer the Bridgend Centre in Bollington
provides one-to-one tuition sessions 01625 576311.
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Meet your Councillor Malcolm Bailey
We asked Cllr Malcolm Bailey representing East ward to think of things
people wouldn’t yet know about him and he told us: “Well for those of you
that have met me, you will recognise my London accent and in the 1960’s I
was riding a scooter around the Capital in the days of Ready, Steady, Go!
Now that will test your memory.
Later in life I looked down early one morning on Africa from Mount
Kilimanjaro and thought from nearly 6,000 metres - beam me down Scotty!”
On why Malcolm wanted to be a councillor:
“We moved to Bollington very soon after retiring and as I had previous
experience as a Labour Party Councillor and Union rep for the National
Union of Teachers (NUT), it just seemed to flow in that direction. Although
the introduction to Cheshire East Council (CEC) and Bollington Town
Council was a steep learning curve, I have certainly engaged with many
aspects of Civic life. For a relatively small town, Bollington has many
societies and groups which is unusual. But this community feeling is something Helen, my wife, and
myself were looking for so it’s good to be able to feel part of these activities. The Government and
CEC have made constitutional changes which I am not convinced are going to improve local services.
As a Labour Party Councillor, I will do all I can to protect the level of services and defend the most
vulnerable within our Community.
And what would your desert island luxuries be?
A solar panel powered radio and a supply of all my favourite beers! My top tune? An early track from
Fairport Convention where you can listen to the voice of Sandy Denny.”

Litter Picks
Litter picks are an unfortunate but
necessary function of the local
community and help to keep
Bollington the jewel that it is. They
are also an opportunity to meet
people and enjoy the fresh air.
Please keep your eyes on our
notice boards for the next ones
and if you can help please do. The
Town Council provides picking
sticks and bags and Cheshire East Council will dispose of
the material we collect.

Bollington has lots of young people who selflessly make a sustained and
selfless contribution to the community. The Town Council would like to
recognise these individuals and celebrate their contribution.

Youth
Civic
Awards

To enable the Council to select the recipients you are all invited to nominate
who you think should receive an award and why.
Please submit your nomination by email to clerk@bollington-tc.gov.uk or by
letter to David Naylor, Town Clerk, Bollington Town Council, Wellington Road,
Bollington, SK10 5JR. Please mark your letter or email “Civic Youth Award
Nomination”.

All we require is the name and address of the person you wish to nominate
and a brief justification. It will need to be a person aged 18 years or less at the time of your
nomination and he or she must live in Bollington. Please submit your nominations before the
end of December.

6

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Parade & Firework Display Photo Gallery

Thanks to Edward Coghlan, Terry Heathcote and Tim Boddington for the excellent photographs

Coronation Gardens - Your views are warmly welcomed
Coronation Gardens situated on Palmerston
Street opposite the Memorial Gardens was
constructed to commemorate the Queen’s
Coronation in 1952. An opportunity exists to
mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee with a
revamp of these gardens, and the Town
Council has been working with Cheshire East
Council to secure funding. The Gardens
currently have a grassed area, formal
gardens and a childrens’ play area.
As part of this process the Town Council
would warmly welcome your views by the
end of October. A questionnaire is available from Bollington Town Hall or Bollington Library
or can be downloaded from our website www.bollington-tc.gov.uk. Or simply write to David
Naylor, the Town Clerk, with your suggestions or email him at Clerk@bollington-tc.gov.uk.
Your suggestions may include more or better play equipment, more gardens, special plants
or trees, youth facilities, more varied planting schemes, a memorial arch over the gateway or
anything else you feel appropriate.
Please let us know by the end of October at the latest. Thanks
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Dates for your Diary
Council and Committee
meetings are held in the Council
Chamber at Bollington Town
Hall. Members of the public are
welcome to attend.

Dates

Events – All Welcome
Mayors Boundary Family Walk,
10am - 28/10/12

Council Meetings, 7.30pm on
2/10/12, 6/11/12 and 4/12/12

Ward Walks - 7/10/12

Committee Meetings:
Planning Executive, 7.30pm on
16/10/12, 20/11/12 and 18/12/12

Remembrance Sunday,
procession leaves Bollington
Town Hall at 10.30am - 11/11/12

Finance Executive, 7.30pm on
13/11/12
Civic Hall Management
Executive, 10.30am on 10/10/12,
14/11/12 and 12/12/12
Personnel Advisory 7.30pm on
9/10/12
Strategic Planning Advisory,
7.30pm on 22/11/12
for
your
Diary Advisory,
Young
Persons’
7.30pm on 24/10/12

Christmas Lights Switch-On,
Bollington Town Hall, 6.00pm 8pm, 1/12/12
Christmas Eve Carols Around
the Tree, Bollington Town Hall,
6pm – 8pm 24/12/12

Your Councillors
West Ward

Tel

Email

Shirley Sockett

572316

sockett@ntlworld.com

Angela Williams

573851

aewbtc@hotmail.co.uk

Graham Hibbert

573900

hibberthvboll@talktalk.net

Ken Edwards

571126

ken@molepolole.freeserve.co.uk

David Laffan

560336

dlaffan@btinternet.com

Jon Weston

576414

jon.weston@cfgs.co.uk

Helen Kennedy

576378

kennedyhelen@ntlworld.com

Jo Weselby

07900 083765

joweselby@gmail.com

Malcolm Bailey

576844

malcolm.ibailey@btinternet.com

Amanda Stott

262173

amanda@silkonia.co.uk

Allan Williams

574612

allanwilliams04@aol.com

Mike Hodgkinson

07719 034583

mike@mandhcarvaleting.co.uk

Central Ward

East Ward
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