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Minutes of the Meeting of the  

Facilities Committee 

Council Chamber, Bollington Town Hall 

at 10.00am on Tuesday 30th August 2022 
 
 
Those Present: 
Cllrs: Ken Edwards (KE), Helen Ellwood - Deputy Mayor (HE) James Nicholas (JN), 
Judy Snowball (JS), John Stewart - Town Mayor (JCS) arrived at 10.20am.  
Chair: Cllr James Nicholas 
Town Clerk: Julie Mason  
 
Declarations of Interest  
None declared  
 
Public  
Nobody present  
 
FC 15/22 To receive and approve apologies for absence:  
Cllr J Maitland due to holidays and Cllr A Stott due to a prior CE engagement. 
As Standing Order 5d Cllr A Stott had nominated Cllr HE as a substitute member for 
this meeting.    
 
FC 16/22 To receive and approve the minutes of the Facilities Committee meeting held 
on 13th June 2022 (FC 01/22 - FC 14/22) 
RESOLVED the minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record.    
 
FC 17/22 Matters raised from the minutes  
Cllr KE wished to note his concern about the land transfer from BTC to BHL and the 
urgency the Committee needed to place on the issue.  
To note actions on the moveable wall in the civic hall   
It was noted there was no obligation under health & safety to have the moveable wall checked  
Bench at Market Place  
This had now been purchased and would be sited this month.  
 
FC 18/22 To receive the Town Hall Working Group minutes  
RESOLVED the minutes were received as a true record.  
Cllr HE reported that following the analysis of the Civic Hall there had been an 
alternative option sort by the Committee. There had been a member of the public 
who had assisted the WG with some ideas to make the Town Hall compliant and 
accessible. He had suggested changing the adjacent garage to a floor level council 
chamber and creating office space above to rent out. This would also leave the 
existing chamber as rentable office space as there apparently was a demand in the 
town. The WG had engaged with an architect, and he was prepared to measure the 
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space in the town hall and then draw plans to change the garage and create 
storage space behind the Town Hall. Cllr HE indicated there was an extra cost to 
the fee agreed it was now £1,500 (previously agreed £1,000 by FC).  
RESOLVED the Committee agreed to increase the allocation of funds to fund an 
architect to £1,500 from ear marked reserves. It was noted that £1,000 had been 
previously approved and this was an increase of £500. 
 
Cllr J Stewart arrived at 10.20am  
 
FC 19/22 To agree the transfer of the budget from C & E Committee of £10,000 
to install auto locking toilet doors on the Bowling Club toilets     
The C & E Committee had requested a budget heading in 2022/23 for £10,000 for 
automatic locking doors on the bowling club toilets. The Committee had decided to 
move this budget heading to Facilities. The committee discussed the feedback from 
the grounds man and agreed that the toilets did not need to be always opened and 
only available at special events. The Clerk showed interior pictures and it was 
agreed inside needed improvements.   
RESOLVED the budget heading was accepted by the Committee.  
RESOLVED the committee would not fit automatic locking doors at the toilets near 
the bowling club on the recreational ground.  
RESOLVED the Committee gave delegated authority to the Chair and the Clerk to 
improve the interior of the toilets.  
 
FC 20/22 To receive and confirm the minutes of the Allotments Task Group meeting 
held on 11th July 2022 and to take actions with the transfer.   
RESOLVED the minutes were accepted.  
The Clerk reported whilst on site she had been approached by a resident who lived in a 
neighbouring property to protest his ownership of some of the land which was being 
transferred. The boundary fence had been broken and his ponies were grazing the land 
currently.  
Where the Council had agreed pedestrian access on the bottom southwest corner, he had also 
claimed ownership. The Clerk had spoken with Mr L Beckett from CE and he disputed these 
facts but agreed there had been grazing rights on the bottom section of land (which was not 
part of the transfer) to the farmer who had now passed away who had seemed to have sublet 
the land the resident mentioned above.  
RESOLVED the Chair and the Clerk would meet with Mr Lee Beckett and the resident claiming 
ownership.  
 
FC 21/22 To agree to take actions with the land at Turner Rise    
The land had historically been transferred to the Town Council from Peaks and Plains Housing 
Association. The residents had ideas of making a play area on the small piece of land. The 
Committee discussed that there had been no appetite from the residents for over two years 
and no actions taken for some time.  
RESOLVED The Town Council agreed that the land should be transferred back to Peaks & 
Plains Housing Association.  
RESOLVED the Town Council instructed Bowcock & Pursaill solicitors in Leek to act as 
solicitors on their behalf to complete the transfer.  
RESOLVED Cllr HE would inform the resident’s Committee on behalf of the TC.    
 
FC 22/22 To receive the risk assessment at the Civic Hall and to agree the frequency of 
the fire risk assessment at the TH and CH. 
The Clerk had carried out a risk assessment at the Civic Hall and had taken actioned on the 
outstanding issues.  
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RESOLVED the risk assessment was accepted by the Committee.  
There were no defined rules on the frequency of fire risk assessments in the buildings. The 
last one had been carried out in 2021. It was down the governing body on due diligence and 
managing risk.  
RESOLVED the Committee recommended that a fire risk assessment was carried out in three 
years which would be 2024.  
 
FC 23/22 To resolve actions on the land transfer from BTC to Bollington Health & 
Leisure. 
The Clerk reported on actions from our solicitors (Thorneycroft’s) and feedback from Cheshire 
East Council on a meeting which should have taken place on 11th August.  
RESOLVED the Committee recommended that the outstanding invoice from Thorneycroft’s 
would be paid up to a maximum of £1,000.  
RESOLVED the Committee recommended that the instruction would be withdrawn from 
Thorneycroft solicitors and Bowcock & Pursaill would be instructed to transfer the land and 
buildings from BTC to Bollington Health & Leisure. The Clerk would also write a letter of 
disappointment on the service.  
RESOLVED the Committee gave the Clerk delegated authority to agree a fixed price on the 
instruction of Bowcock & Pursaill solicitors subject to the Chair and Town Mayor’s agreement. 
The Committee noted that there was allocated reserves to cover the invoice from 
Thorneycroft’s solicitors and the cost of the new instruction would be taken from the allocated 
budget for Turner Rise.  
 
FC 24/22 To approve the repairs to the flat roof at the rear of the property and repair the 
damp plus the damage to the roof on the Town Hall which is affecting Brookbank 
House. 
There was an issue with the flat roof at the rear of the Town Hall and there was damp in the 
police room. There was an issue with the roof at the front of the Town Hall.  
RESOLVED the Clerk was given delegated authority to resolve the issues subject to approval 
from the Chair. 
 
FC 25/22 To approve improvements to the tourist boards and agree action on the notice 
boards.  
RESOLVED the quote was accepted for £420.00 to make improvements to improve the 
backing on the noticeboards and improve the tourist boards.  
 
FC 26/22 To note the meeting with Brookbank House on 8th July and the request for a 
compost bin.  
The meeting with the Clerk was noted. 
RESOLVED there would be a compost bin installed behind the Town Hall at a maximum cost 
of £250.00.  
 
FC 27/22 To accept a desk top survey on the energy costs for the Civic Hall and to 
consider an electric Town Van   
RESOLVED the Committee accepted Utility Aid would carry out a desk top survey on the 
energy costs in both buildings to find cheaper solutions.  
RESOLVED an electric van would not be considered at this stage.  
 
FC 28/22 To agree the following payments for allotments;   
• £84.60 Chelford Farm Suppliers (tools)   
• £85.30 Chelford Farm Suppliers (fencing) 
RESOLVED the above payments were accepted 
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PART B  
Under Standing Orders 3d - Exclusion of the Public.  
Meetings shall be open to the public unless their presence is prejudicial to the 
public interest by reason of the confidential natures of the business to be 
transacted or for other special reasons. The public’s exclusion from part or all 
of a meeting shall be by a resolution which shall give reasons for the public’s 
exclusion.  
It was Resolved to move to Part B   
 
To agree to update the lease with Brookbank House 
 
Appendix 1  
 
 
FC 28/22 Date of the Next meeting: 31st October 2022 at 10am in the Town Hall 
 
Meeting closed at 11.40 am  
 
 
Signed: ……………………………………… 
 
Dated: ……………………………………… 
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Minutes of the Town Hall Task Group 17.10.22  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes of the Town Hall  
Task Group 
Via Microsoft Teams  
At 17:00 on Monday 17 October 2022 
 
Members with voting rights:  
 
Cllr Amanda Stott, Cllr Helen Ellwood, Cllr Miriat Naiga, Cllr John Stewart 
 
Chair: Cllr John Stewart 
 

1. Apologies for absence:  All present 
 
2. There were no declarations of Interest  

 
3. Cllr John was appointed as note taker 

 
4. The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 08 August were accepted 

 
5. Review of progress since the last meeting:  

 
Here is a summary of progress to date: 
 
Cllr Helen and Cllr John met with James Hogben, Chartered Surveyor to discuss 
the Town Hall and explore options for its sustainable use.  It was suggested that 
we relocate the Chamber into the ground floor of the garage, with suitable 
upgrading and remodelling. 
 
It was agreed to pursue this option and obtain costings.  The first step is to have a 
set of scale drawings made of the TH and the Garage.  The architect Matt Mason 
will be doing the work, including the design for the garage (cost £1500.00). 
 
Cllr John listed the ‘minimal’ work required in the TH: 

• Replacement window frames (Town Clerk received quotation of £32K) 
• Secondary glazing  
• Protection of the stained glass windows (included in price above) 
• Damp repairs at rear of building in PCSO office (Town Clerk received quote 

of £2,780 for roof and £465 for downpipe) 
• Insulation of cavity wall and exterior wall 
• Central Heating pipework replacement. 

 
Cllr Amanda reminded the Group that we should still pursue the costings for the ‘fit 
for purpose’ at the TH, not an exhaustive list: 

• Lift with access to the first floor and remodelling of the first floor access to 
the Chamber 
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Minutes of the Town Hall Task Group 17.10.22  
 

• Widening of doorways for full access to the ground floor via the rear fire door 
and ramp 

• Removal of radiators and pipework to upgrade central heating system with 
thermostatic controls by room, by radiator. 

 
Cllr John has made no progress on the documents, but these will be drafted before 
receipt of the costings. 

 
6. Next steps were agreed as follows:  

 
i. Cllr Helen to contact Matt Mason (through James Hogben) regarding architects 

drawings 
 

ii. It was agreed that Cllr John would present an updated draft of the scoping 
document, the costing document and the beginning of the Cost of Ownership Plan 
and present these drafts to the THTG, once the work on the TH is better understood   
 

iii. Cllr John to update the project plan to show progress, by end of October  
 

iv. The TG will present a robust ‘Cost of Ownership’ plan at January Council (delayed 
from October due to delays in quotes for the work to be carried out). 

 
7 Date of next meeting – Monday 31.10.22 at 5:00pm 
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Minutes of the Allotment Working Group 
held on Teams   

  

at 10.15 am on Wednesday 21st September 2022 
 
Present; Town Mayor: Cllr John Stewart  
Members John Stewart, Ken Edwards, Amanda Stott and Julie Mason.   
 
To receive any Declarations of Interest   
None declared   
 
1. To receive apologies  
None.   
 
2. To Resolve to agree the map from cheshire east in relation to the sale of a section of 
the land to be transferred as allotments. 
The map had been circulated from Mr Lee Beckett in relation to a resident's request to 
purchase a small section the TC was due to lease for allotments. Full Council had agreed to 
the sale subject to this WG’s scrutiny.  
Resolved the WG recommended the sale subject to the purchaser installing a fence and a 
native hedge where the boundary line was on the east side.  
This would then lead to an eight-week period where the disposal of the land has 
been advertised as a disposal of public open space and CE have received no 
objections. Even though the proposed transfer plan has changed we have been 
advised that this is fine because CE is disposing of less land than in the original 
advert.  
Once the plan has been agreed then it will proceed with obtaining formal approval 
for the transfer. 
The Chair recommended a timeline was established.  
 
3.To note the Japanese Knot Weed  
The Clerk reported she had enquired, and it was recommended the land was sold as seen and 
CE would take no actions. This was referred to Cllr Amanda for support as the Ward Cllr as 
this was felt to be inaccurate and CE had a duty of care to deal with the JK. 
 
4. To agree a date of communication to local residents  
This was agreed to be towards the end of November subject to a discussion with our solicitor 
on progress as the TC did not want to take actions prematurely.  
 
5. To agree the positioning of fencing, car parking and access.  
The car park would be at the top of the site next to the existing site, and they would be a five-
bar gate through the existing hedge line. There would be pedestrian access through the site 
from Lowther Street.  
Cllr AS asked if the landowner would remove the shed and the water bowser.  
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6. To discuss any other concerns 
Cllr KE asked for the other allotments to be on the agenda next time and for the Town 
Manager to measure the site our accurately.                                                                                                                         
   

Date of Next Meeting: 30th November 2022 @ 10am  
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Company Registration No: 06487991. Registered Office: 'The Coach House', Wicken Street, Stockport, Cheshire, SK2 5TG, United Kingdom  Vat Number 926 7627 90

INVOICE
Bollington Civic Hall
f.a.o Jennifer Brockbank
Bollington Town Hall
Wellington Road
Bollington, Macclesfield
SK10 5JR
UNITED KINGDOM
 

Invoice Date
01 Oct 2022

Account Number
BOL537

Invoice Number
INV-18542

Reference
10/10/2023

VAT Number
926762790

Surety Keyholding Limited
'The Coach House'
Wicken Street
Stockport
Cheshire
SK2 5TG
UNITED KINGDOM

Tel: 0161 477 4044

Description Quantity Unit Price VAT Amount GBP

* Keyholding Annual Fee, Annual Keyholding 
Fee (Next Renewal - as per reference above)

GENERAL NOTE: Please inform our office of 
any changes to your details including new 
digi-codes / locks / keys / staff key holders 
and alarm contract numbers and passwords.

1.00 139.00 20% 139.00

Subtotal 139.00

Total VAT 20% 27.80

Invoice Total GBP 166.80

Amount Due GBP 166.80

Due Date: 31 Oct 2022

Bank account details:
Financial institution: Lloyds Bank
Account name: Surety Keyholding Limited 

Account Sort Code: 77 67 07
Account number: 28363660

Card Payments: We also accept All Major Credit Cards, including Visa and MasterCard.
Please Note: If payments are made via BACs, please indicate invoice number on remittance / email that payment has been made. 
Email to mark@suretykeyholding.co.uk. DO NOT respond to messaging-service@post.xero.com as this is unmonitored email.

We are auditing all our pricing structures, as although the company has absorbed a significant percentage of these costs, we are unable to support 
all of those, which have and will continue to be applied throughout 2021/22. We will make every effort to keep costs to a minimum increase. 

Recommend a friend/company and if they sign up for our services, receive a £50.00 voucher.
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Request for Community Grant: 

Bollington Bus shelters 

Bollington has enjoyed bus services of varying frequency since the late nineteenth century and 

Bollington Urban District Council provided 4 sturdy stone bus shelters to keep people sheltered from 

the often inclement weather while waiting for transport to Macclesfield and elsewhere. 

The Town Council still owns and is responsible for these bus shelters and the proposal is simply to 

acknowledge that ownership and make them as attractive as possible at modest cost. 

The four shelters are situated. 

1. In Kerridge at Jackson Lane 

2. On Grimshaw Lane near no 61. 

3. Next to War Memorial Gardens on Palmerston Street 

4. Nest to the viaduct on Wellington road. 

Two year refurbishment programme 

Year 1.  Complete a survey and carry out any necessary basic repairs on all shelters to ensure safety 

for users. Budget depends on survey but say £500 per shelter.  £2000 

Budget for internal lighting possibly solar powered. 

Year 2 Place a notice board in each A2 size advertising the ownership by Bollington Town Council 

and the Ward Councillors contact details with a cartoon created by local children for a bit of 

amusement. Themes to be decided.  Budget £1000. 

Insert internal lighting. 

The objective is to make our traditional stone shelters attractive adverts for the Council and much 

more welcoming places to sit and wait for a bus. Give them as new lease of life. 

Cllr. Ken 

October 2022 
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