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Minutes of the Meeting of the  

Community and Environment Committee held at Bollington 

Town Hall   

at 7.00pm on Tuesday 11th October 2022 
 
 
Those present: 
Cllrs: Judy Snowball (JS), Johanna Maitland (JM), David Kent (DK), Cllr James 
Nicholas (JN), Cllr Miriat Naiga (MN) 
Chair: Cllr Johanna Maitland 
Town Manager: Harriet Worrell 
 
 
 
Declarations of Interest 
Cllr David Kent declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 14 on the agenda 
as the proposed location of the orchard is at the end of the road he lives on. 
 
Public and press present 

Two users of the Civic Hall who represent one of the businesses that 
regularly book the venue for classes and are on the Civic Hall User Group 
(CHUG). One of those users spoke to the committee about their concerns on 
the festival’s proposed use of the Civic Hall in May 2024: 

• They have already cancelled classes to accommodate the BLOG and 
Art Group bookings 

• If the festival books the hall, they will not have access for one month 

• A previous Councillor has assured them their use of the Civic Hall 
would be protected and not impacted by the festival 

• Not running classes for a month would result in lost income for them 
and two teachers.  This is their sole income. 

• The Council receives around £2000 per month from this user group 

• The business cannot be run with this insecurity and they may need to 
look for alternative premises which will impact on their regular clients 
and the business may need to be built up again. 
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A member of the Bollington Festival Board spoke on its proposed use of the 
Civic Hall in May 2024: 

• The current economic situation has forced the festival committee to 
consider alternative ways to deliver the festival and mitigate financial 
risk. Grants and business sponsorship are not readily accessible in the 
current situation. The highest outgoing is the big top (and associated 
items and services such as fencing, security, insurance) at the rec at 
over £100,000 

• It is felt there is still an appetite in the community for a festival. 

• The festival understands there are business and organisations that 
regularly use the Civic Hall 

• The exact dates of the festival are not yet known but it’s likely to be 
held either the last two weeks in May or the last week in May and first 
week in June 2024. 

• Alternative venues (to the big top) are being considered to deliver the 
festival Edinburgh Fringe style 

• The festival would like to use the Civic Hall for two weeks (probably last week 
May and first week June 2024) with the festival: 

o Offering financial compensation to affected user groups 
o Keeping the hall clear during the day to enable use by the user groups 
o Finding alternative venues for user groups 
o Maintaining the cleanliness of the hall 
o Include the user groups in the festival programme and publicity. 

 
 
CE121/22 To receive and approve apologies for absence. 

Cllr Angela Williams due to being on holiday. 
 
CE122/22 To receive and confirm the minutes of the Community & Environment 

Committee meeting held on 9th August 2022. 

RESOLVED: The minutes of the Community & Environment Committee meeting held 
on 9th August 2022, CE104/22-CE120/22, were approved as a true record. 

 
CE123/22 Matters arising from the minutes 

None. 
 
CE124/22 To receive the minutes from the Events WG meeting held on 8th August 

2022 and 5th October and resolve any actions. 

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Events WG meeting held on 8th August 2022 were 
received. 
Due to the proximity of dates, the minutes of the Events WG meeting held on 5th 
October will be received at the next meeting of the Community & Environment 
Committee. 
 
RESOLVED: That the Town Manager organises a community litter pick. 

4



3 
 

 
RESOLVED: That the Town Manager invites local businesses to participate in an online 
advent calendar via FaceBook. 
 
There was some debate about the festival’s request to use the Civic Hall as the festival 
is a significant event for Bollington but that the user groups provide regular income to 
the Council from their bookings of the Civic Hall, and whether the festival could be 
accommodated without impinging on existing bookings. 
RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk arranges a meeting with the relevant parties to 
discuss how to protect the bookings of the businesses and organisations that regularly 
use the Civic Hall and the feasibility of accommodating the festival. 
 
Following a resolution at Full Council on 06/09/22, further information has become 
available in relation to the provision of Christmas trees with an alternative costed option 
to light the sycamore tree in Bollington Cross. 
There was some debate about the lighting of the sycamore tree at Bollington Cross in 
place of a Christmas tree although it was noted there would be an estimated saving to 
the Council of around £800 and that it was a more sustainable option. It was questioned 
why the lights aren’t being provided at High Street in place of a Christmas tree. 
RESOLVED: That the sycamore tree at Bollington Cross is lit in place of a Christmas 
tree and subject to an additional quote, budget and feasibility, an existing tree at High 
Street is lit in place of a Christmas tree with residents being consulted for their views in 
the new year. 
 
At this point in the agenda Cllr JS left due to another commitment although she provided 
brief updates on the Business, Economy, and Tourism WG meeting (now to be held on 
17/10/22) and the Police and Crime Commissioner consultation suggesting she would 
prepare a letter in response and circulate to the Town Clerk and Councillors. 
  
CE125/22 To receive information from Refugees Welcome. 

There is no update from the group although it was noted an event has been arranged 
locally at St Gregory’s Catholic church and there may be more events in the future. 
 
CE126/22 To receive an update from Cllr J Maitland on the B2030 Working Group. 

A meeting was scheduled for 08/09/22 but was cancelled upon news of the death of 
Queen Elizabeth II. The meeting has been rescheduled to 13/10/22. 
 
CE127/22 To receive an update from Cllr J Snowball on the Business, Economy, 

and Tourism WG from the meeting on 10/10/22. 

The meeting has been rescheduled to 17/10/22 
 
CE128/22 To receive an update from Cllr M Naiga on the Task Group to revisit the 

Visitor Economy & Tourism Action plan.   

An initial meeting had been held but a further review is required. 
RESOLVED: That the Visitor Economy & Tourism Action plan is reviewed by the 
Business, Economy, and Tourism WG. 
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CE129/22 To note any feedback from the NECCP meeting held at Bollington Civic 

Hall on 20/09/22. 

Cllr JM provided an update – the meeting on 20/09/22 was attended by Cllr JM, Cllr 
Ellwood and the Town Clerk. Cllr JM will act at the next Chair. 
The North East Cheshire Community Partnership (NECCP) represents the interests of 
Poynton, Adlington, Bollington, Disley, Mottram St Andrew, Prestbury, Kettleshulme, 
Rainow and Pott Shrigley and is funded by Cheshire East Council.  
The group can give out grants to community groups and focuses on common issues 
such as flooding and loneliness. 
 
CE130/22 To receive an update from the CEC mobile health and wellbeing service 

visit. 

RESOLVED: That the Town Manager liaises with the CEC mobile health and wellbeing 
service to coordinate another visit to Bollington. 
 
CE131/22 To consider support for the Cost of Living Crisis 

There was some debate about the need in Bollington and if the provision of an 
occasional warm space addresses the issue or if a more sustained approach is 
required. It was felt the Council may better serve the community by providing guidance 
and signposting people to relevant information/services. Cllr Ellwood was thanked for 
costing warm meal options. 
RESOLVED: That a warm space in the Community Centre is trialed in November 
without using the Rainow bus for transport services, funded by the Help Bollington 
Fund, and reviewed before December. 
RESOLVED: That the Committee does not pursue a hot meal in the Civic Hall or 
Poachers Inn but assesses needs from the warm space trial. 
 
It was agreed in principle that a community grocery store in Bollington is a good idea 
but if there was a need in Bollington and how it would be practically run. 
The Town Manager will seek further information. 
 
CE132/22 To resolve to agree a cinema night at the Civic Hall. 

RESOLVED: That a cinema night at the Civic Hall is approved subject to the date of 
the screening not clashing with the Pott Shrigley film night. 
 
It was noted that the success of a cinema night is reliant on good publicity. 
 
CE133/22 To resolve to agree the use of the remaining horticulture budget for 

2022-23 and make recommendations 

It was noted that a group of volunteers has been fundraising to purchase of 
plants and will undertake winter planting in Bollington with the support of the 
Council. 
Cllr JM advised that the B2030 WG will discuss opportunities for more 
wildflower planting. 
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It was considered too late in the year for planting bulbs. 
RESOLVED: That up to £1000 is used to purchase additional hanging 
baskets/planters, subject to locations being identified, and the purchase of 
compost to support the volunteer’s winter planting. 
RESOLVED: That the Committee requests £1000 is transferred to the 2023-
24 budget for horticultural expenditure. 
 
CE134/22 To receive a report from Cllr D Kent on the planting of an orchard. 

RESOLVED: That the report will be considered by the B2030 WG. 
 
CE135/22 To consider the use of Flooding blocks. 

The Town Manager will seek more information on the quantity required, costings and 
usage of. 
 
 
At this point, the meeting had been running for two and a half hours. The committee 
agreed to continue and address the remaining items on the agenda.  
 
 
CE136/22 To consider a bench for the Canal towpath.  

The Town Manager will contact the Canal and River Trust. 
 
CE13722 To consider the continuation of flying the Ukrainian flag on the Town 

Hall and recommendation to Full Council. 

RESOLVED: That the committee recommends to Full Council the Bollington flag is 
flown above the Town Hall and the Council reverts back to following its Flag Policy. 
 
CE138/22 To receive an update on the Grimshaw Lane bench. 

RESOLVED: That the quote for a plaque is accepted and the bench repaired. 
 
CE139/22 To consider quotes for repairs to the Greg Fountain 

To be considered at the next C&E Committee meeting following recent 
information about a potential donation for repairs.  
 
CE140/22 Police, Crime and Disorder 

The police report was received and thanks expressed. 
 
Cllr JS to prepare a letter in response to the Police and Crime Commissioner 
public consultation and circulate to the Town Clerk and Councillors. 
 
CE141/22 To receive a report from the Bollington Fire Service. 

The police report was received and thanks expressed. 
 
CE142/22 To note any health and wellbeing updates from the Middlewood 

Partnership. 
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There were no updates available for this meeting but the Town Manager will provide an 
update at future meetings. 
 
CE143/22 Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 8th November at 7pm in the Town Hall. 

The date was noted. 
 
 
Meeting closed at 9.40pm 
 
 
Signed:………………………………………………………Dated: ………………………… 
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Matters arising from the minutes 

Litter pick 

It was resolved at the C&E meeting on 11/10/22 for the Town Manager to organise 

another community litter pick. 

At the Mayor’s school visits, the pupils were asked for their suggestions for improve the 

town and litter picks was mentioned several times.  

The Town Manager will contact the Bollington Primary schools for an expression of 

interest for a litter pick on Sunday 29th January 2023. 

 

CEC Health and Wellness bus 
It was resolved at the C&E meeting on 11/10/22 for the Town Manager to liaise with the 

CEC mobile health and wellbeing service to coordinate another visit to Bollington. 

The team is keen to return to Bollington and has provisionally reserved the Community 

Centre for Friday 2nd December. 

It was suggested to the Town Manager that the Stay Well squad could visit monthly if it 

was felt there was a need. 

 

Canal towpath bench 

At the C&E meeting on 11/10/22, the Town Manager was tasked with contacting the 

Canal and River Trust about installing a bench on the towpath between Bridge 25 at 

Holehouse Lane to Hurst Lane. This had been raised to the Council by a member of 

the public. 

The Canal and River Trust has responded that it does not install benches or provide 

grants for them because they cause towpath pinch points, encourage antisocial 

behaviour and cause problems for their vegetation contractors. Plus, it does not have 

funds to purchase, site and provide the ongoing repairs and maintenance required. 
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Minutes of the Events Working Group  

 
 
Wednesday 5th October 10am 
Council Chamber 
 
Councillors      
Voting members: Cllr. Johanna Maitland (JM), Cllr. Judy Snowball (JS), Cllr Angela 
Williams (AW) 
Non-voting members: Chris Bennett – Friends of the Rec 
   
      

Officers/Staff - Town Manager, Harriet Worrell 
  
Chair - Cllr. Johanna Maitland (in the absence of Cllr JCS). 
  
 

Agenda 
 

1. Apologies for absence  
Mark Fearn from of the Bollington Branch of the Royal British Legion 
Cllr John Stewart (JCS) 
Cllr JS arrived at 10.25am 

 
2. Declarations of interest 

None. 
 

3. Approval of the minutes of the previous Events Working Group on 
08/08/22. 
The minutes were approved.   

 
4. Matters arising from the minutes which do not appear as items on the 

agenda. 
None. 

 
5. To receive an update on the Christmas Lights Switch On 

The lighting contractor and Christmas tree provider has been selected by Full 
Council. Key organisations are booked in and documentation for CEC 
completed. The Town Clerk and Town Manager are due to meet with the 
company providing the lights and trees. Chris Bennett offered to assist with 
access to buildings/electric supplies for the light installations. 
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6. To consider the lighting of the sycamore tree in Bollington Cross 
An alternative to a Christmas tree at Bollington Cross is lighting the in-situ 
sycamore tree. Two quotes were received - £2,100 and £500 (both excluding 
VAT). There would be an environmental gain from not cutting down a living 
tree and a cost saving to the Council of around £800. Cllr AW felt a tree 
should continue to be installed at West Ward as a tree at this location is a 
fairly recent addition and was welcomed by Bollington Cross residents. 
 
Chris Bennett had previously enquired of CEC if a (Christmas) tree could be 
planted at the rec and allowed to grow to full height. It was not approved but 
no reason was given at the time. It was discussed if trees could be planted at 
the High Street and Bollington Cross locations (and the rec) but this would 
need further investigations. 
  
The financial and environmental advantages of lighting the sycamore tree at 
Bollington Cross were discussed further but there was no agreement to install 
lights in place of a Christmas tree. It will be considered at the C&E committee 
meeting on 11/10/22 as an item on the agenda. 
 
 

7. To receive an update on the following events and any considerations  
a. Mayor’s Boundary walk 

Cancelled due to it falling in the National State of Mourning. 
It may be rescheduled. 

b. Civic Sunday 
Cancelled due to it falling in the National State of Mourning. 
The Civic awards will now be presented at a separate event on 
22/10/22.  
A revised date for Civic Sunday will be agreed with the Mayor and 
Mayor’s Chaplain. 

c. School visits 
The Mayor and Town Clerk supported by one or two councillors have 
visited all primary schools in Bollington and Tytherington High School 
(where they met with pupils who live in Bollington) to present the 
concept of a Youth Council.  

d. Remembrance Sunday 
Invitations sent, CEC documentation completed, road closure being 
processed. 
Following feedback from the 2021 event, the Town Manager was 
asked to ensure the wreath laying order was reviewed. 

e. Carols around the Tree 
CEC documentation completed, road closure being processed. 

f. Mayor’s charity ball dinner 
The Mayor to provide an update at the next meeting. 

g. Bollington festival 
Chris Bennett provided an update: 
The current economic situation has forced the festival committee to 
consider alternative ways to deliver the festival and mitigate financial 
risk. Grants and business sponsorship are not readily accessible in the 
current situation and revenue is uncertain given the cost of living crisis. 
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The highest outgoing is the big top (and associated items and services 
such as fencing, security, insurance) at the rec at £140,000. 
The festival can be delivered by utilising existing venues in and around 
Bollington (St John School, Shrigley Hall, BAC etc) instead of holding 
events in the big top. Use of the Civic Hall was given as key to the 
success of the 2024 festival although it is understood that there are 
many user groups who have regular bookings in the Civic Hall. 
The exact dates of the festival are not yet known but it’s likely to be 
held either the last two weeks in May or the last week in May and first 
week in June 2024. 
If access to the Civic Hall can be granted, the festival would ensure it is 
cleaned for user groups that may gain access during the day. The 
festival can offer to provide financial compensation to groups where 
bookings are impacted, facilitate alternative locations for the duration, 
involve groups in the festival lineup and promote the businesses 
(Dancetech as the main user group of the Civic Hall was cited for 
publication and invitation to perform). 
 
The WG resolved to recommend that the C&E Committee considers 
the festival’s use of the Civic Hall subject to: 
- the festival providing financial compensation to user groups whose 

bookings are impacted 
- if necessary, the festival facilitates alternative locations for regular 

user groups 
- user groups may have access at times when the festival is not 

requiring the hall 
- the festival will maintain cleanliness of the hall for the duration of 

the booking 
- the festival invites user groups such as Dancetech to be a part of 

the programme and accords publicity. 
 
 

8. To receive an update on Love Bollington Market. 
The market dates for the remainder of 2022 were noted. 
The Town Manager thanked Chris Bennett for facilitating the October market 
at the rec. 

 
9. To consider Civic Award badges 

It was resolved to recommend civic award badges to the C&E committee. 
 

10.  To note the date of Bollington Carnival 
The date of 28th May 2023 was noted. 
 

11. To consider a “Green Week” 
Cllr JM will add an item to the B2030 WG agenda for the discussion of a 
Green Week. 
 

12. To consider items for the next agenda. 
None. 
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13. To agree the date of the next meeting. 
Monday 5th December 10am 
 

 
 
 
Meeting close: 11:11am 
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Civic Award badges 

Background 

At the Events WG on 05/10/22 it was resolved to recommend civic award badges to 

the C&E committee. 

Some councils present badges to their civic award recipients. 

For example, Poynton: 

  
Hard Enamel Badges 
Design: Poynton Council Civic Award 
Material: Copper stamped 
Plating: Nickel silver plate 
Back Text: None 
Attachment: Butterfly clutch fixing 
Colour: 6 synthetic enamel colours 
Packing: Supplied in Black Velvet Boxes 
Size: 25mm Diameter 
Quantity & Price 
100 @ £3.08 ea. 
 

https://www.badges.org.uk/ 
  
 

Consideration 
To seek a design and costing for a badge to be presented to award recipients from 

2023. 
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Minutes of the  
Bollington 2030 Working Group 
At Bollington Town Hall 
At 7.00pm on Thursday 13 October 2022 
 

Present: 
Cllrs Jo Maitland and David Kent, Richard Jones, Gillian Lindsey and Mark Davies.  
 
Cllr Jo Maitland was elected Chair and offered to be note taker. 
 
 

1. Apologies for absence:  Estelle Worthington, Matt Harris, Nicky Wylie – others 
expressed interest but were unable to attend but wish to be kept on the circulation 
for future meetings. 

 
2. Declarations of interest: There were none.  

 
3. Review and approve Terms of Reference 

The ToR were discussed at length and the following points made, it was agreed to 

finally accept the ToR at the next meeting: 

a. Membership “up to 4 Councillors” 

b. Remove mention of Community resilience from the purpose 

c. The purpose was discussed as was the name of the working group – the 

members agreed to revisit as needed more detailed discussion to ensure the 

aims were achievable and realistic. 

 

 

 
4. Format of the group – membership, meeting location and frequency 

a. Flexibility needed on meetings, initially every other week to generate much 
needed momentum was agreed subject to the Town Hall diary (JM will 
investigate and circulate dates) 

b. Preference for in person meetings but agreed to offer online meetings 
periodically 

c. Membership as per the invite list plus any others as agreed according to 
specific actions or activities 
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5. B2030 Survey results – develop action plan 
a. The existing data was discussed and GL offered to do further analysis on the 

information to map on the impact analysis categories 
b. JM agreed to ensure the original data is password protected to ensure 

GDPR and data compliance. 
c. All felt that whilst it might be good to have more data and revisit the survey in 

some form that it did give a good steer for the WG to take forwards as a list 
of priorities. 

d. JM to circulate the data analysis to the WG 
 

6. Climate Action plan – priorities for Bollington? 
a. The plan was discussed only at a high level 
b. It was agreed that the WG needed more time to look at the plan  
c. JM to circulate 
d. JM to obtain an update for the WG on BTC’s work with Positive Planet 
e. There was a discussion about where the current marker in the ground is – 

how does a town measure its Carbon? RJ and DK will do more research and 
bring to next meeting on other towns, other councils and how we might 
proceed. 

7. Virtual Eco presentations 
It was agreed to select topics once the priorities are agreed at future  
 meetings 
 

 
8. Date of Next Meeting: to be circulated by JM 
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Minutes of the Meeting of the  

Business, Economy & Tourism Working Group 
Via Microsoft Teams  
At 7.00pm on Monday 10 October 2022 
 
Those Present: 
 
Cllrs Judy Snowball, Miriat Naiga, James Nicholas and Johanna Maitland,  
 
 
1. To elect a Chair: Cllr Judy Snowball was elected 

 
2. To elect someone to take minutes: Cllr Jo Maitland was elected to take 

minutes 
 
3. To receive and approve apologies for absence: there were none 
 
4. To review and accept the Terms of Reference: points were agreed as 

follows: 
a.  Venue – add MS Teams 
b.  Correct the 3 times that the Community & Environment 

Committee is wrongly named 
c.  Purpose to be simplified as follows: 
- To develop and support a strategy for Bollington Business 

community 
- To support tourism initiatives in the town where appropriate 
- Promote the value of the town’s local businesses 

 
5. To discuss public participation for future meetings: the WG agreed that 

invites would be issued according to each agenda eg: location of business, type 
of business, or other relevant expertise. JS to create a potential list 

 
6. Objectives of the working group: already covered in item 4 

 
7. Current situation of business in Bollington: WG agreed that a survey was 

needed and a refresh of the directory. JM will investigate how to achieve both in 
one exercise. 

 
8. What do businesses want from us? WG agreed this will be covered by the 

exercise at item 7. 
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9. Destination Bollington: JM gave a summary of the history of DB. 
 
10. Bollington Tourism and Visitor Economy Plan: WG agreed to defer until 

other actions completed or progress made. Points made that the WG needs to 
be realistic on remit and delivery of actions. 

 
11. Date of next meeting: 7pm on 7 November 2022 on MS Teams 
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Warm Spaces update 
At Full Council on 18/10/22, it was agreed that a warm space in the Community Centre 

is trialed in November. 

The dates are November 1st, 8th, 15th and 29th. 

Refreshments have been donated by the local Co-op and Tesco stores.  

Staffing is provided by Councillors and volunteers.  

The Warm Space is open to any one and is free of charge. 

 

On November 1st, the Warm Space was attended by a couple of local residents who felt 

they benefited from the company and respite from caring. 

 

At Full Council on 01/11/22, it was agreed to extend the Warm Space into December 

2022. 
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Community Grocery Store 

Background 

At the C&E meeting on 11/10/22, the committee sought more information on the 

provision of a Community Grocery store in Bollington. 

The report from 11/10/22 states that Cre8 will provide and transport the food and help 

get the project running.  

 

Update 
The Cre8 model will be used to support the Community Grocery: 

• Sign up to become a member on arrival 

• One visit per week per household 

• Minimum donation of £3 a week 
 

A venue and volunteers are needed to serve the grocery. 

 

Consideration 
Subject to the availability of volunteers and support from Cre8 and the Community 

Centre manager, the Community Grocery to be trialed alongside the weekly Warm 

Space service at the Community Centre. 

If the Community Centre is not suitable, the Town Clerk and Town Manager will seek 

availability of alternative venues. 
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Cost-of-living help and advice 
 

The Council is providing the following: 

• Wednesday tips on Facebook 

• Distribution of Age UK’s printed booklet on ‘Winter Wrapped Up’ and help with 

energy costs. Online version: ageukig27_winter_wrapped_up_inf.pdf 

 

 

 

As with all libraries across Cheshire East, Bollington Library is providing a warm 

welcoming space and comfortable areas to sit during normal opening hours. 

 

Bollington Life Church has a coffee morning Mondays 10am – 12pm with free 

refreshments. 
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Shop local advent calendar  
 
At the C&E committee meeting on 11/10/22, it was resolved to promote a shop local 
advent calender. 
The following letter has been hand delivered and emailed to shops and businesses in 
Bollington, posted on Facebook and the website.  
 
 
 
Dear business owner, 

 

Bollington Town Council is keen to promote the ‘shop local’ message as it keeps money 

in the local economy and supports jobs in the town. Plus, local businesses often source 

their goods locally which helps to reduce the town’s carbon footprint. 

 

We wish to launch a digital advent calendar to highlight a different business each day in 

December on the Council’s FaceBook page, from local shops, restaur ants, cafés or 

pubs or businesses offering a service to the community. 

Businesses will be paired randomly with a date and revealed advent calendar style in 

the countdown to Christmas. 

Please send the following to Harriet on townmanager@bollington-tc.gov.uk by Friday 

25th November. 

 

Your name 

Your business name and opening hours 

Your business address and contact details 

What services your business offers 

Any special offers you wish us to feature 

One photo of your business (shop frontage or interior picture) ensuring any staff in the 

photo are happy to have their image shared on Bollington Town Council online forums. 

22
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Update 
 
At the time of writing, 20 local businesses have responded.  
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Proposed tree planting at the Nab Bollington 
 

Cllr Maitland, the Town Clerk and the Town Manager met with a representative from 

Mersey Forest who explained that several thousand trees are due to be planted at the 

Nab this autumn/winter. 

The below email and plan were circulated to Councillors on 20/09/22. 

 

As part of non-statutory consultation The Mersey Forest is contacting you regarding a 
proposed woodland creation project at The Nab Bollington. This is not a Planning matter 
and is outside the Peak District National Park. 
Woodland creation is governed by the Forestry Commission and a full statutory 
consultation process including landscape assessment has been undertaken to assess 
and protect key views as part of the process. This includes consultation around known 
archaeological and ecological assets both flora and fauna, and the effect on water 
resources and downstream flooding.  
  
The Mersey Forest has been tasked alongside partner organisations to undertake both 
small and large scale tree planting across the Mersey Forest Partnership area within 
clear constraints, and this includes Liverpool City Region and Cheshire. Woodland 
creation is Grant aided through our Trees For Climate and Northern Forest Programmes 
through Defra. 
We welcome applications for woodland, hedging and standard trees and anyone can 
apply in these areas. 
The primary purpose of woodland creation is to mitigate the effects of Climate Change 
as a carbon store. 
  
See the attached draft plan. 
The planting will not affect views of and from the Nab monument or access to it by 
public footpaths. 
 
 
We welcome any comments as we move forward with this proposal this winter. 
 

Green Streets Coordinator | The Mersey Forest 
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https://www.merseyforest.org.uk/
https://englandscommunityforests.org.uk/trees-for-climate
https://thenorthernforest.org.uk/
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Healthwatch Cheshire 
Background 
The Town Manager met a community engagement and project officer from Healthwatch 

Cheshire CIC when the Health and Wellbeing bus visited. 

“Healthwatch Cheshire is an independent voice for the people of Cheshire to help shape 

and improve local health and care services. We want to hear about peoples' views, 

needs and experiences to help get the best possible health and care. We make sure 

NHS leaders and other decision makers hear peoples' voice and use your feedback to 

improve care. We can also help people to find reliable and trustworthy information and 

advice.” 

 

The officer has asked about joining Bollington's community support groups, which would 

allow her to hear peoples’ views and experiences about the health and social care 

services they accessed, fill feedback anonymously, conversations and socialization with 

group, promote Healthwatch, signposting, and linking people with other groups and 

services if needed. 
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We are Healthwatch.

We are here to make 

health and social care 

better.

Social care is help 

when it is hard to look 

after yourself or other 

people.

There is a 

Healthwatch in every 

area of England.

1
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You can tell us your 

experiences of using 

health and social care 

services. We will listen to 

you.

We tell services what 

people say.

We do not tell services 

your name.

2
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You can ask us 

questions about health 

and social care.

Sometimes it is hard 

to know how to get 

help and support.

We will help you find 

the best help and 

support.

It is free to talk to us 

and ask us questions.

3

29



If you have a question or 

an experience you want 

to share you can contact 

us.

Going onto our website:

www.healthwatchcheshi

re.org.uk

Sending us an email:

info@healthwatchches

hire.org.uk 

Calling us on the phone:

0300 323 0006

Sending us a letter:

Healthwatch Team, 

Sension House, 

Denton Drive, 

Northwich, 

CW9 7LU

4

30



Floodblocks 
 

Background 

Poynton Town Council has ordered floodblocks as a defense for flooding – an 

alternative to sandbags.  

At the C&E meeting on 11/10/22, the Town Manager was tasked to seek more 

information on the quantity required, costings and usage of flood blocks. 

 

Update 
The Town Manager asked Poynton Town Council how it calculated the number of 

blocks but they purchased based on available budget. 

 

Flexible Flood Defence Blocks from the UKFDA (ukflooddefencealliance.com) 

 

 

An excellent, easy to install alternative to sandbags, temporary walls or erosion control. 

Flexible Flood Defence Blocks will effectively divert floodwater. The interlocking design, 
coupled with the option to stack, pin or glue them provides a flexible yet robust defence 
against running water. 

When stacked two layers high they will divert up to 200mm (8”) of flood water. 

They can be re-used, will not break down and will last for years. After use, they can be 
power washed and stored ready for future use. 

 

Dimensions: 60cm (2ft) long x 30cm (1ft) wide x 10cm (4″) high 

Weight: 13.5 kgs per block 
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https://www.ukflooddefencealliance.com/product/flexible-flood-defence-blocks/


Flood Defence 
Blocks-Packs 

 
Pack of 8, Pack of 16, Pack of 24, Pack of 32, Pack of 40, Pack of 80 
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Update on the Memorial Gardens 
 

The old beds in the centre of the gardens have been grassed over and planting has 

commenced in the new beds. 

More planting is planned by ANSA in spring. 

 

The Town Manager enquired of ANSA about the planting of memorial plants and was 

advised of the following: 

The planting recently completed was helped via an anonymous donation as part of a 

memorial and we are happy to accept donations for this. 

Memorials can be difficult as a lot of the time people want a plaque and this can cause 

an issue when they go missing or are damaged as to who’s responsibility it is to replace 

them, they are also a hazard for the grounds teams to avoid especially when mowing 

and strimming. We at Ansa have informed those requesting a memorial tree for 

example that plaques will not be permitted. But also now we wish to leave the grass 

long around trees the plaques would soon not be visible. 

We do accept donations towards planting whether it is perennial planting or bulb 

planting but again donators need to understand that this is done at certain times of the 

year and bulb planting is better done on a larger scale which can take a while to raise 

funds for, we are also looking into ideas of how to make it easier for visitors to donate 

to the parks and open spaces. 

There are options to provide a memorial plaque without cluttering up sites by providing 

an acknowledgement board where donators can have a plaque stating in memory of 

….. and the board is visible on site without numerous plaques of different styles being 

scattered around the site but the question on this would be who funds the initial base for 

such an idea. 
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Poppies at the memorial garden 
 

Following approval from ANSA and the Bollington Legion Chair, two poppies will be 

transferred to the pathway in the Memorial Garden in time for Remembrance Sunday. 

 

The poppies will look similar to the below: 
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Local Police report 
 

Overview of incidents for the last calendar month. 

 

28/10 – Suspicious Male on High Street, Search Made no Trace (SMNT) at 11:15hrs 

27/10 – Suspicious Male reported on Nab Close at 09:53hrs (SMNT – education to 

vulnerable elderly female) 

26/10 – Robbery at Cash point Co-Op at 22:01hrs (Being investigated) 

26/10 – ASB Youths shoplifting Co-Op at 18:00hrs (SMNT) 

22/10 – Male theft / shoplift Cigarettes at 20:05hrs (Being investigated) 

22/10 – Suspicious Male reported on Nab Close at 11:28hrs (SMNT – education to 

vulnerable elderly female) 

21/10 – ASB Leat Place youths at 03:14hrs (Youths educated, moved on, warned about 

conduct) 

18/10 – Ovenhouse Lane, reports of disqual driver (SMNT) 

17/10 – Burglary dwelling, Hurst Lane, high value bike stolen at 01:47hrs (Being 

investigated) 

14/10 – 2 vehicle RTC, road blocked Grimshaw Lane 12:55hrs  

11/10 – Fraud / Bogus tradesperson (SMNT) 

10/10 – Criminal Damage, Crossfield Road, superglue on door lock (overnight) (Part of 

ongoing dispute) 

07/10 – Criminal Damage, Leat Place, ASB (overnight) (SMNT) 

06/10 – Theft of laptop, Consort Close 

04/10 – Neighbour dispute (Part of ongoing dispute) 

04/10 – Sexual Assault on Middlewood Way 10:15am (Sexual touching to female) 

(Being investigated) 

03/10 – Suspicious Activity, masked males caught on camera 

30/09 – Criminal Damage to trees, - neighbour dispute (Part of ongoing dispute) 
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Fire service report 
 

The report for October. 
 

This was a busy month which saw us mobilised a total of 32 times. Notable incidents 
included a fire at a garden centre in Macclesfield on the 5th, flooding at a sheltered 
accommodation complex in Poynton on the 12th and the strong winds during the night 
of the 19th/20th saw us dealing with wind damaged buildings and dangerous structures. 
During the morning of the 22nd we were mobilised to a collision at the junction of the 
Silk Road and Bonis Hall Lane involving a car and a tractor: forks fitted to the tractor 
had penetrated the windscreen of the car injuring the 76 year-old driver. The crew made 
the scene safe and provided casualty care to the driver. 
 
In the early hours of the 24th we were alerted to a major fire in the old library building on 
Mill Street in Macclesfield. This building has been out of use for some time. On arrival 
we received information that a number of homeless people had been using the building 
as a shelter and were unaccounted for. We deployed multiple teams of firefighters in 
breathing apparatus to complete a full search of the building and to fight the fire. The 
fire was found to involve all three floors of the building and to have spread to the roof 
space. Fortunately, the users of the building had escaped prior to our arrival and there 
were no injuries. At the height of the incident we had six fire engines and one aerial 
ladder platform at the scene. 
 
Our specialist animal rescue role was called into action five times during October to 
incidents including an equine rescue from a canal and the rescue of a dog trapped in a 
lock. 
 
 
We took delivery of a brand new multi-role appliance last week. This is a high capacity, 
five set, all-wheel drive Mercedes Sprinter van and has replaced our previous animal 
rescue vehicle. The new appliance, with increased load and crew carrying capability, 
enables us to combine a number of roles into a single vehicle - this will carry our animal 
rescue, wildfire and water rescue equipment and also be available as a rapid response 
rescue unit equipment with vehicle extrication tools to enable us to attended road 
incidents in a reduced response time. The four-wheel drive capability also gives us the 
advantage of being able access roads within our area in the event of adverse weather 
conditions. We are the only station in Cheshire with this additional capability as the 
requirements of our local area are recognised as having specific risks related to the 
rural nature of the topography and the presence of a large area of national park land 
nearby. 
 
 
Our newest recruit, FF <redacted>, completed his initial training and is now working 
towards his certificate to ride to operational incidents. 
 

36



 
Finally, Councilors Snowball and Ellwood have enquired regarding the use of the fire 
station meeting room for community events where stepless access is required. I have 
been working with our estates team to sort this out - this process is rather longwinded 
and is ongoing. I apologise for the delays but hope to have all of the requirements from 
our end in place soon. 
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